
Conceptual Activity | "I Have a Dream"

Directions: Fill in the chart that follows for the speech "I Have a Dream." First, identify the purpose 
of the speech. Then, explain how each component listed in the chart helps King meet his purpose, 
using specific examples to support your points. Finally, explain which component is the most 
effective part of King's speech.

Component How does this component help King effectively meet his purpose? 
Give specific examples. 

Reasoning and Evidence 

This refers to the logic and evidence 
King provides to support his points. 

Pathos 

This refers to the emotional appeals 
that King makes in his speech. 

Tone 

This refers to King's attitude 
throughout the speech. 

Purpose:
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In your opinion, what is the most effective component of "I Have a Dream"? Explain your answer in one 
well-developed paragraph. Support your argument with evidence from the speech. 
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	Text1: Martin Luther King Jr's "I Have a Dream" speech had the purpose of calling for civil and economic rights and an end to racism in the United States.  It depicted the struggles of African Americans before ending with his dreams of racial equality.  To me, the speech gives the perspective on how an African American feels about the current state of racism, to show truly how bad racial inequality in America really is.
	Text2: In the speech, Martin Luther King Jr. weaves current events into the fabric of American history.  He is trying to get the point across of how long racism has been going on for.  That racism has been going on for long enough, and needs to end.
	Text3: During his speech, Martin Luther King Jr. conveys the point of equal opportunity for all people.  He's letting people know what it would be like without racism.  This makes it seem to people that a country without racism is possible, within people's grasp.  But this won't just be handed to them, they'll have to fight for it.
	Text4: The tone of the speech is buoyant and hopeful, with the sense of determination.  Martin Luther King Jr. continuously throughout the speech sounds hopeful and optimistic that one day racial inequality will come to an end.  He is determined to fight the whole way through.
	Text5: In my opinion, I believe the most important component of "I Have a Dream" is both Pathos and Tone.  I believe this because you can say all you want in a speech, but if you sound like you know what you are talking about and confident about it, people will want to listen to your message, and will embrace it.  If you don't, then they will feel as if you don't really care about the topic you are talking about.  In his speech, he used these two components to make the audience feel the problems of racism.  He also made them feel that the end of racism is possible, since his tone was confident and optimistic.  If he didn't sound that way, then the audience may have felt that it wouldn't be possible.  He continuously shared his dreams for the future of a world without racism, and what would happen when racism came to and end, to make people want to have that.  It would make them push for the end of racism.


